He Warns Them - Part 2
Hebrews 6:7-8
Introduction: Last week we learned that this warning:
1. Was written to believers.
Application: It’s for you: listen up!
2. Warned of a danger of “falling away” that consisted of going back to Judaism away from the church meeting and fellowship and service for Christ.
Application: Our danger is that we not go on and serve the Lord. There is no standing still; move on or fall back.

3. Warned of an impossibility, namely that if they went away from Christ and returned to Judaism, there might come a time when they would not be able to repent of that apostasy and return (not to Christian conversion) but to Christian commitment.

Let me review last week’s discussion of Ezekiel 15-22. Because the word παραπίπτω, fall away, was not found anywhere else in the N.T. we went to the Greek O.T. and found it several times in Ezekiel.
My point was that when God’s covenant nation “fell away” He chastened them, all suffered and many died; but He never disowned or destroyed the nation. They remain His covenant nation today. 

In the N.T. when God’s covenant child “falls away” God chastens him, he suffers and sometimes he dies; But God does not disown him or destroy him. He remains God’s covenant child – FOREVER.

Today, I want to finish the section that I could not finish last Sunday. It is the illustration which helps us to understand the writer’s meaning in that warning. 
The outline up to this point is as follows:
I. He Describes a Class of People. – 6:4-5
II. He States a Fact Concerning Them.- 6:6a
It is impossible to renew tem again to repentance.
III.  He Explains the Fact – 6:6b
IV. He Illustrates the Fact from Nature – 6:7-8 - Two plots of land
Note:
1. He may have in mind two different believers.



Or 
2. He may be showing two possible results in any believer’s life

A. Good Land Brings Forth Good Products – 6:7
1.  Received rain – a gift from God directly
Can’t raise a crop without rain.
To the believer through the Word.

2. Was tilled – 

A gift from God directly or indirectly
Through the Word and/or through pastor/teacher or other spiritual gifts exercised on the believers behalf. 

Must loosen the ground and control the grass and weeds.
3. It brought forth good vegetation. 

This believer accepted the Word and the exhortation from gifted individuals - matured and served the Lord.

When he was given good weather on a Sunday, he used it for going to church. When he was given bad weather on Sunday, he did not use it as an excuse for staying home.
B. Bad Land Brings Forth Bad Products – 6:8

Note: This land received the same rain and tilling.

But it brought forth thorns and briars. It took the gifts from God and threw them back in His face and even used them against Him.
1. It is rejected. 
I Corinthians 9:27﻿

﻿﻿“But I discipline my body and ﻿﻿bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become ﻿﻿disqualified.  [KJV a castaway]
In the context of I Cor. 9:27 Paul is speaking of winning a prize (reward) not receiving a gift (salvation).

The same is true in our passage.

Land brining forth briars and thorns represents a believer who is going to be disqualified for the reward that comes from faithful service.
2. It is near to a cursing - The land is near to a cursing.

This reminds us of Genesis 3:17-19

When Adam and Eve sinned, God said,

﻿﻿“Cursed is the ground for your sake; ﻿﻿in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall ﻿﻿bring forth for you,”
Old Testament – blessings for obedience and cursing disobedience.
The cursing could take many forms from





   financial loss to






loss of position to



disease to

Death 

Chastening can take many forms as well:


Acts 5 Ananias and Sapphira



Lied to the Holy Spirit – and died

James 5: 19-20
“Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone ﻿﻿turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way ﻿﻿will save ﻿﻿a soul [person] from [Physical] death and ﻿﻿cover a multitude of sins. 

I Corinthians 5:1 and 5 - man guilty of adultery

“It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even ﻿﻿named among the Gentiles—that a man has his father’s ﻿﻿wife!... Deliver such a one to ﻿﻿Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord ﻿﻿Jesus.”
I Corinthians 11:30 – The Lord’s Table
For this reason [not discerning the Lord’s body] many are weak and  sick among you, and many ﻿﻿sleep. [have died]

I John 5:16-17 – The sin unto death.
There is sin leading to death. ﻿﻿I do not say that he should pray about that. All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death. 





You can’t pray with confidence about that.
3. It’s end is to be burned

Illustration:





The word, “burned”

Some people, as soon as they see “burned” they think “hellfire,” but the writer is writing to believers as we have already seen.
God’s anger against His failing people is often likened to the burning of fire.
Isaiah 9:18-19 
But His hand is stretched out still. For wickedness ﻿﻿burns as the fire; It shall devour the briers and thorns, And kindle in the thickets of the forest; They shall mount up like rising smoke. Through the wrath of the Lord of Hosts, the land is burned up, 
             I Cor. 3: 13 ff - The Judgment of believers works
1. The works will be tried by fire

each one’s work will become clear; for the Day ﻿﻿will declare it, because ﻿﻿it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 

2. The result is reward or loss of reward
If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 

 3. The issue is not salvation.
If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

Hebrews 12:29
For ﻿﻿our God is a consuming fire.

Hebrews 10:26-27
For ﻿﻿if we sin willfully ﻿﻿after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there ﻿﻿no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, ﻿ but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and ﻿﻿fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 

In the illustration, what gets burned?

The thorns and briars, not the ground that is burned, but what the ground produced.

So, in the application

It is not the believer who is burned, but what the believer produced.

Conclusion:

